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T he exquisite ballerinas from the hand of Degas 
come to mind immediately when we think of 
dance in art. Probably one of the most noted 

painters of dance images, Degas will forever be held 
in high esteem both in the art world and by ballet 
lovers alike.

However, a new group of contemporary artists is 
looking to make a mark in the art of dance, occasionally 
moving beyond ballet and into ballroom. 
The new Degas

Demetrio Rosa is often dubbed the new Degas. 
Although he started to draw at the very young age 
of five, and painted at 12 years old, it was his ex-
girlfriend who introduced him to classical ballet. 

“I liked it very much, and I always liked Degas’ 
paintings, so I decided to paint dancers,” said Rosa. 
“I’m not imitating Degas, I’m inspired by him.  
I feel I’m a modern Impressionist. I approach my 
work in a very modern way.”

Rosa was born in Italy, a place he calls the land 

of artists. “In Italy, everyone is an artist. There is too 
much competition. It’s hard to stand out from the 
crowd.” As an established artist, Rosa made his way to 
the United States initially settling in New Jersey, then 
in New York. “New York is the window of the world. 
If you can make it in New York, you can become 
known anywhere,” said Rosa.

His work was very well received, and he 
participated in a number of exhibitions, particularly 
in the artsy SoHo district in New York. After a number 
of competitions and shows, he eventually made his 
home in Arizona, where the winters are warm and 
the heat is dry.

Rosa paints mostly in oil, and currently only sells 
originals. Once he finds the inspiration, it can take 
one week or more to complete a composition. He 
sometimes goes back to his painting after a period of 
time. “After awhile, I see things differently than I saw 
in the beginning. I’ll go back and tweak the painting, 
until I get it just right.” 

Artists take center stage with dance as focus
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Tango VI by Fabian Perez
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Rosa paints about 15-20 originals a year, 
ranging in price from $7,000 - $30,000 or 
more for large commissions, which comprise 
about 20 percent of his work.

This painter is definitely at one with 
his art. “If you’re stressed out, just sit in 
front of the canvas. It will transfer you to a 
different dimension,” Rosa said. “Creativity is 
something beautiful. I always wish I have more 
time to create.”

Rosa sells his work directly through two 
different Internet sites: www.art-exchange.com 
and www.artmarketing.com/gallery/rosa.
Not Strictly Ballroom

From the classical ballet to a rumba beat, 
Nancy Flores could say that she has Latin in 
her blood. Latin dance, that is. She was the 
U.S. International Latin Dance champion 
several years ago, and her son has followed in 
her footsteps, winning the title three times. 
Although she continues to coach ballroom 
dancers, she is finally able to focus on her 
great love – painting.

“I’ve been a painter and a dancer all my 
life,” said Flores. “When I was a little girl, 
maybe seven years old, I took ballet lessons 
from a Russian teacher. I painted a mural of a 
ballerina on the wall of her basement. Painting 
has been a love of mine since then.”

Growing up on the East Coast, Flores’s 
parents provided an eclectic life of training 
with top-notch professionals to satisfy their 
little girl’s artistic desires. After the ballet 
training, she took ice skating lessons from a 
world champion German skater. She learned 
great discipline because she was up early and 
seemed to be training constantly. 

She then indulged her love of art with 
lessons from an artist whose works hung in 
the Metropolitan Museum. She also studied 
fashion illustration at Parsons School of 
Design. In the end, she toured the country 
with the Ice Follies, and settled in Northern 
California, where she now makes her home. 

Flores’s background in dance provides 
her with a definite advantage when it comes 
to her art. “I know how the movements are 
supposed to feel, how they should look,” 
Flores said. “Latin dancing, in particular, has 
a lot of explosion and movement in it. That’s 
hard to translate to the canvas unless you’ve 
experienced it yourself.”

She also compares the similarities between 
dance and art. “You’re always looking for 
that use of energy to get attention. In Latin 
dancing, you want contrast, speed, line and 

rhythm to achieve a certain zap. In art, you 
want the contrast of light and dark, cool and 
hot colors to get that pop.”

Flores is lucky to know several ballroom 
dancers whom she can use as models or 
inspiration for her artwork. She first sketches 
the image on the canvas in pencil, then glazes 
over it, to build up depth. The detailed 
painting comes next. She works strictly in 
oils, and each painting often takes a week or 
more to complete.

Her originals range in price from $4,000 - 
$6,000. Currently, only originals are available. 

You can purchase directly from the artist at 
1.510.459.5638.
latiN Heat

Fabian Perez truly has Latin in his blood. 
He was born in Argentina, although he now 
resides in Los Angeles. He had an unfortunate 
childhood, losing first his mother, then his 
father, at a young age. While those tragic 
events sent his life into a dark period, he now 
embraces each day with joy. His wife and baby 
daughter keep him focused on the beauty and 
goodness in his life.

Perez enjoys painting romantic images 
with a touch of class, set in a time long ago. 
His women, in particular, have a certain 
sensuality, sensitivity and smoothness about 
them. Both his male and female figures 
take great pride in their appearance, paying 
attention to all the small details that create the 
ideal of romance. Each image is painted from 
the heart, in a setting that provokes thought 
and imagination. 

“The people in the paintings keep you 
company,” said Perez. “You want to be  
with them.”

Perez’s dancers depict the passion and 
emotion of both the tango and flamenco. 
His detailed eye accentuates the line and 
movement of the dancers, evoking a strong 
reaction from the viewer. His women, in 
particular, emphasize a power and grace, that 
they will be able to handle whatever life has 
in store.

Robert Bane Fine Art is the exclusive 
publisher of Perez’s artwork. His originals 
in acrylic sell for $5,000 - $50,000, with 
an average price of $25,000. His giclees are 
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$650 - $7,500. Perez’s work can be seen at 
the Godard Gallery at the Miracle Mile Shops 
Las Vegas at Planet Hollywood.
Rhythm and Flow 

L. Li was born in China to a family with 
strong artistic roots. His father was an artist, 
so he learned to paint under his guidance at 
age seven. His uncle’s family was classical 
musicians. 

“I love to paint dancers because music is 
in my blood,” said Li. “Without music, there 
is no dance.”

Li received significant formal artistic 
training while in China, and even taught 
traditional Chinese painting and sketching. 
He was also the technical director of a 
sculpture factory. He headed to America 

in 1992 as a visiting scholar at Appalachian 
State University. He spent two years traveling 
the United States visiting art galleries and 
museums, before setting up a workshop at a 
Sacramento, California artist commune. He 
now resides in Atlanta, Georgia.

Li combines his love of music and dance 
through his strong and sweeping images of 
dancers on canvas. While Li’s brushwork 
translates the movement, he often uses 
vibrant colors to evoke strong feelings about 
the joys of life. His images are more abstract 
than those from Perez, Flores or Rosa, yet you 
can see the rhythm and flow. It’s almost as if 
you’re looking at a symphony come to life. 

“In painting, the work is your 
accomplishment, a unification of experience, 

and an object of expression,” said Li. “Each 
time is different from the last, and it is in this 
which lays the significance of a painting.”

Li works in a variety of medium, including 
oil, acrylic and charcoal. His originals range 
in price from $300 - $25,000, depending on 
the size and the medium. His giclees run $100 
- $1,500, available on paper or canvas. He 
works on commission by request. His work 
can be purchased through his art gallery in 
Atlanta at 1.404.351.3883.

Will any of these artists truly become  
the next Degas? That’s hard to say. Only time 
will tell. Still, their passion, emotion and love 
of dance translate beautifully to the canvas, 
and we have the pleasure of enjoying it for 
years to come. q

thEBEAUTYOFdanCE

In painting, 

the work is your 

accomplishment, 

a unification 

of experience, 

and an object of 

expression

Dancing by L. Li




